222                                              Paracelsus
have weakened the astrological world view. Man must have
been prepared to find himself at the periphery, instead of the
center of the universe. In the field of biology, the naturalistic
method of Paracelsus had achieved this revolution by putting
man on an even footing with animals.
Medieval medicine had set man apart from the rest of the
creation. Cows might fall sick, but they had no humors; nor,
for that matter, were they related to the stars through the mys-
terious bonds of astrology, as human beings were. On the other
hand, while the human race as a whole was considered lord of
creation, the individual human being was strangely short of be-
ing "constituted." Each of his members was governed by a
different sign of the zodiac. Each of his character traits was di-
rected by an ascendent and planet which he shared with many
other individuals. Like the Sleeping Beauty, the epic hero of
the Middle Ages seemed to have received each of his likable
or uncouth qualities from a different fairy. Moreover, a demon
might seize his soul and change his whole personality. Character
traits were not understood as the outflow of an integrated
personality, but the personality as an assemblage of discon-
nected adventures and character traits. In most narratives the
hero simply "represented" one general virtue or quality. Para-
doxically, the higher men valued themselves as a species, the
less were they conscious of themselves as moral and biological
individuals.
Paracelsus reversed the whole picture. As a bio-chemist, he
asserted that man is made out of the same material as the rest of
the creation, feeds on the substances which make up the uni-
verse, and is subject to the laws which govern their growth and
decay. At the same time, each living being is unique, in-
dividually constituted, and follows his own destiny.
Like the faces of a coin, the two phases of this shift are in-
separable. Not until the species had been removed from the